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What is the strangler pattern
and how does it work?
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How to implement the strangler pattern
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The Strangler Pattern

These diagrams illustrate the seven basic steps of implementing the Strangler Pattern
to modernize a legacy application system.
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The system starts out Begin to refactor code associated Add modernized features
as a tightly coupled with specific service functions. by creating new, testable
“big ball of mud.” Slowly turn blocks of refactored code subsystems that still align
into subsystem modules. with existing subsystems.

External External External
apps and apps and apps and
systems systems systems
CALLTO RESPONSE CALLTO RESPONSE CALLTO RESPONSE
SYSTEM FROM SYSTEM SYSTEM FROM SYSTEM SYSTEM FROM SYSTEM
Legacy monolith system Legacy system Legacy system

(The “big ball of mud™)
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Create a facade interface
that abstracts call and

response processes from Legacy system - Facrafge CALL
the legacy system. This '"'ée e External
interface now becomes 5.7 apps and
: " handles pp:
the main point of contact I d systems
for external apps and i : i : - calls an RESPONSE
systems. i : i ' i responses)
1 1 1 1 1
Remodel and isolate
application flow to move
solely through the CALL
refactored subsystems, External
while still keeping some Legacy _Facade d
i i stem interface apps an
services coupled with = systems
the legacy system. RESPONSE
(6]
Iteratively eliminate n n
interactions between
the legacy system and CALL
new subsystems until only External
one subsystem provides et . Facade apps and
system interface pp:
access to the legacy systems
system. RESPONSE
Retire the legacy
system, and frame a D
new, modernized system n n
that acquires both the t _Facade
decoupled subsystems interface AL External
and facade interface. n (now the it
Application flow moves system’s ms)tems
strictly through new Modernized main RESPONSE x4
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